
PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL 

IN A CULTURE (AND A CHURCH) THAT THINKS IT KNOWS IT ALREADY 

 

We live in a culture that is undergoing an accelerating process of secularization.  We live 
in a church that has been culturally shaped and is now culturally disestablished.  How, then, do 
we proclaim the gospel to people outside the church who think they already know what 
Christianity is about?  How do we proclaim the gospel inside the church to people who imagine 
they have heard it all before?  How do we live and what do we say that bears witness to news 
that is good?  

We will spend time with key biblical texts and creedal affirmations in the context of 
social analysis as we imagine and practice new possibilities for preaching, teaching, and living 
the Faith. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

Suggested Reading: 

• Kevin Ward, Losing Our Religion? Changing Patterns of Believing and Belonging in 
Secular Western Societies.  Eugene OR: Wipf & Stock, 2013. 

• Richard B. Hays, Reading Backwards: Figural Christology and the Fourfold Gospel 
Witness.  Waco TX: Baylor University Press, 2014. 

• Luke Timothy Johnson, The Creed: What Christians Believe and Why It Matters.  New 
York NY: Doubleday, 2003. 
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